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Describes lives of eight people who played a significant role in the exploration of territory and

founding of settlements in the American Midwest. Includes Antoine Cadillac, Charles Langlade,

Jean du Sable, George Rogers Clark, Rufus Putnam, Julien Dubuque, and Josiah and Abigail

Snelling.
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Grade 5-8Ã¢â‚¬â€œThis title focuses on eight people who played an important role in settling the

Midwestern region of the United States: Antoine Cadillac (founder of Detroit, MI), Charles Langlade

(WI), Jean du Sable (Chicago), George Rogers Clark (IN), Rufus Putnam (OH), Julien Dubuque

(IA), and Josiah and Abigail Snelling (MN). The book begins with a general overview of the

migration of Asians across the Bering Strait and European exploration of North America. Clearly

written chapters discuss the backgrounds, motivations, and accomplishments of each pioneer.

Doherty points out that these individuals were not solely driven by altruismÃ¢â‚¬â€œmoney, power,

and adventure were also important considerations. Cadillac, for example, is called both a "hero" and

a "scoundrel." Each chapter includes a description of the area before the arrival of Europeans. The

author provides a sympathetic portrayal of Native Americans and their relationship with the

explorers and discusses the impact of the settlers on various tribes. Also included are short

biographies of other explorers, glances at historical events such as the Louisiana Purchase and

Black Hawk's War, and descriptions of how each state joined the union. Black-and-white

illustrations, photographs, and maps add detail and interest to the text. Written in a lively manner,



this volume offers readers good information and good reading.Ã¢â‚¬â€œLana Miles, Duchesne

Academy, Houston, TX Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.

All rights reserved.
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